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AN INCLUSIVE EVANGELICAL PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH

As we approach the November Synod, as evangelical members of the Church of England with an inclusive perspec"ve, we 

con"nue to pray for all involved in the church at this crucial "me.  We gratefully acknowledge the enormous amount of 

hard work on all sides that this lengthy process has involved, and we now urge that genuine progress towards a more 

inclusive church be made at the November Synod. We are aware this process goes back 6 years to an original decision to 

discover in the words of Archbishop Jus"n a radical new Chris"an inclusion of LGBTQ+ people. This is s"ll the vision we 

are looking to see implemented.

We believe the outcomes of LLF as supported at the February General Synod re/ect the mind of the majority in the 

church, par"cularly that:

1. The majority want to see a3rma"on of same-sex rela"onships through the prayers for God’s blessing of same-

sex couples that are part of the suite of prayers and services o7ered by the Prayers of Love and Faith. Many 

would wish that we were going further than this. 

2. There is a strong desire across all tradi"ons and perspec"ves within the church to be more welcoming and 

inclusive.

3. There is a willingness to accept a diversity of views and a desire to keep the church together.

4. The church looks to our bishops to provide clear leadership working with Synod in advancing these convic"ons.

As evangelicals whose prayerful reading of scripture has led us to an inclusive posi"on on same-sex rela"onships, we urge 

that there be no further changes to the proposals of the House of Bishops (GS2289), which were welcomed by a vote in 

all three Houses of the General Synod in February 2023.  We believe that the full suite of prayers, including the 

standalone service of blessing, should now be commended for immediate use in line with the February Synod posi"on, 

and we look forward to being able to give thanks in prayer before God for faithful, loving same-sex rela"onships.  We also 

believe that pastoral guidance should be issued by the House of Bishops, as a ma�er of urgency, which will permit clergy 

to enter same-sex civil marriage, in accordance with Ar"cle 32, which states that clergy may marry at their own 

discre"on.

As evangelical Chris"ans we celebrate the diversity of the Church of England, and are commi�ed to joyfully working, 

worshipping and ministering alongside Anglicans of di7erent theological tradi"ons and views on this issue.  We believe 

that the choice to use the Prayers of Love and Faith should be a decision le@ to the conscience of the minister concerned 

and this needs to be protected for either decision, but we do not feel the need for any structural di7eren"a"on to 

accommodate di7erent opinions.  We oppose any approach which would divide the church, including alterna"ve 

episcopal structures.  We are one church, with a breadth of convic"ons, united in Christ.  We recognise that same sex 

rela"onships is an area of disagreement, but we believe it is not one over which Chris"ans should divide.  In the individual 

churches and networks within which we worship there are some"mes diverse opinions on sexuality, so structural 

di7eren"a"on would only serve to divide those churches and networks.



A@er this long, careful process of biblical, theological and pastoral discernment we believe it is essen"al that signiAcant 

progress is made at the November Synod to a3rm the dignity and rela"onships of LGBTQIA+ Chris"ans before God and in 

the full life of the Church of England. A3rming that we are evangelicals who are part of the Church of England we 

therefore sign this le�er, acknowledging that sadly for some of us that has to be anonymously in the posi"ons we And 

ourselves. 

Signed…
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REVD CANON SIMON BUTLER CONVENOR OF INCLUSIVE EVANGELICALS
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REVD ELLIOT GEORGE



REVD CAROLINE ARMITAGE

REVD RICHARD SHERRATT

REVD KATRYN LECLEZIO

REVD ANGELA BRYAN

REVD ALI OXBORROW

[ANONYMISED]
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ANDREW WOODING

REVD MIKE PEATMAN



REVD [ANONYMISED]
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REVD RACHEL JOHNSON
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TIM HIND (FORMERLY VICE CHAIR HOUSE OF LAITY GENERAL 
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REVD [ANONYMISED]
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REVD [ANONYMISED]

REVD DR [ANONYMISED]
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REVD DAWN JEWSON
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REVD MARGARET BRIGHTON

MR BARRIE STEPHENSON

PAUL BESWICK

CHRIS BAINBRIDGE

REVD CANON LISA BATTYE
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REVD [ANONYMISED]

MRS TAMARA BENNETT
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VEN. TREVOR LLOYD
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REVD [ANONYMISED]
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REVD CLAIRE JONES

REVD CHARLOTTE GOMPERTZ

MRS LYDIA JOINER

JILL BRADLEY

TOM DI GIOVANNI

REBECCA KLASSEN

DAVID SLANEY

REVD FIONA KOUBLE

REVD FRANCES FINN

MR COLIN WEBBER

REVD LOTTIE JONES

BEN MERRELL (YOUTH & CHILDRENS MINISTER)

REVD [ANONYMISED]

REVD LOUISE ELLIS

[ANONYMISED]

SARAH TILL

REVD RICHARD BUBBERS

REVD [ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]
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DR
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MR SIMON FRIEND (GENERAL SYNOD LAY REP FOR EXETER DIOCESE & CO-
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REVD PREB ROSIE AUSTIN

REVD [ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

REVD DR SARAH MOON

CAROLINE PETHER

REVD [ANONYMISED]

MISS REBEKAH WAKEFIELD

MR ROBBIE JOINER

REVD BOB HORROCKS

PENNY WHEBLE (LLM)

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

REVD [ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

REVD [ANONYMISED]

REVD DEBBIE NASH

MRS SAMANTHA AARVOLD

ALISON WHALE

MR DAVID LEWIS

MRS EMMA PEARSON (VOLUNTEER YOUTH WORKER)

LESLIE KING

REVD HANNAH GORDON

VEN . ALLIE KERR

GRAHAM HOLMES (RETD LPM)

CANON DEBRA WALKER

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

REVD ALEXANDRA LILLEY

REVD GARETH WARDELL



REVD JUDIE HORROCKS

REVD JO JOYCE

REVD EMMA WEBBER

REVD [ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

MICHAEL NEWEY

REVD LUCY HOLLINGSWORTH

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

PETER RUSSELL

REVD BEE BOYDE

LAURA KEELEY

MRS GEMMA ALEXANDER-BLOOMFIELD

JONATHAN PARKIN

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

KARL SINGLETON

REVD JO LAMBERTH

REVD LIZ LEAVER

REVD AMY ADENIRAN

REVD CANON SIMON WHITE

REVD [ANONYMISED]

REVD FI BUDDEN

[ANONYMISED]

JANE ROBINSON

REVD SALLY-ANNE BEECHAM

REVD DANIEL SCOTT

REVD ANDREW AVRAMENKO

SARAH SUTCLIFFE

MRS CHARLOTTE HARRISON

REVD CAROL HARRIS

REVD [ANONYMISED]

DEBBIE HILL (FORMER DEVT OFFICER CHILDREN & FAMILIES, ELY)

REVD JANE YEADON



CLAIRE LING

[ANONYMISED]

HELEN SHERFIELD (LLM IN TRAINING)

REVD CANON 

DR

ELEANOR WILLIAMS

REVD DEBBIE POW

REVD NEIL WHITAKER

REVD CATHERINE DUFF

REVD MARC TERRY

MR DAVID MOORE (LLM)

ANDY WARD

REVD ANDREW LARGE

REVD [ANONYMISED]

REVD SIMON TILLOTSON

REVD CANON DAVID MAHER

JESSICA HARWOOD

REVD SHERINE ANGUS

[ANONYMISED] (ORDINAND)

HANNAH HADWEN-WRIGHT

KATIE GREEN

REVD SARAH MAUGHAN

MARIEKE DERRINGTON

TINA POWNALL

CHARLOTTE SWAN

DAVE POWNALL

JOE P STEVENSON

[ANONYMISED]

PREB. PHILIP SOURBUT

MS HANNAH LING

ERIC FOXFORD

HELEN BERRY

REBECCA PAIN

DAVE BUSH

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]



REVD [ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

[ANONYMISED]

REVD [ANONYMISED]

NATALIE BURNAPP

REVD HUW EVANS

JOYCE THOM

[ANONYMISED]

ANDY GREEN

CATHERINE PARKIN

TERRY EVANS

REVD JANET MACDUFF

REVD DANIE LINDLEY

REVD SAM MACKIE

JEANETTE ACE (LLM)

DR JUSTIN THACKER (ORDINAND)

[ANONYMISED] (ORDINAND)

PETER GRAYSTONE (LLM)

REVD CANON MICHAEL ROGERS

602 SIGNATORIES
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INCLUSIVE EVANGELICALS


